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Practice life span means the time pe-
riod in which the conservation prac-
tices are to be used and maintained for
their intended purposes as defined by
NRCS technical references.

Priority resource concern means na-
tionally significant resource concerns
and local resource concerns, approved
by the Chief, for which enhancement
payments will be available.

Producer means an owner, operator,
landlord, tenant, or sharecropper who
shares in the risk of producing any
crop or livestock; and is entitled to
share in the crop or livestock available
for marketing from a farm (or would
have shared had the crop or livestock
been produced).

Quality criteria means the minimally
acceptable level of treatment as de-
fined in the technical guide of NRCS,
required to achieve a resource manage-
ment system for identified resource
considerations for a particular land
use.

Rangeland means a land cover/use
category on which the climax or poten-
tial plant cover is composed prin-
cipally of native grasses, grasslike
plants, forbs, or shrubs suitable for
grazing and browsing, and introduced
forage species that are managed like
rangeland. This term would include
areas where introduced hardy and per-
sistent grasses are planted and such
practices as deferred grazing, burning,
chaining, and rotational grazing are
used, with little or no chemicals or fer-
tilizer being applied. Grasslands, sa-
vannas, prairie, many wetlands, some
deserts, tundra, coastal marshes and
wet meadows are considered to be
rangeland. Certain communities of low
forbs and shrubs, such as mesquite,
chaparral, mountain shrub, and
pinyon-juniper, are also included as
rangeland.

Resource concern means the condition
of natural resources that may be sen-
sitive to change by natural forces or
human activity. Resource concerns in-
clude the resource considerations list-
ed in Section IIT of the FOTG, such as
soil erosion, soil condition, soil deposi-
tion, water quality, water quantity,
animal habitat, air quality, air condi-
tion, plant suitability, plant condition,
plant management, and animal habitat
and management.
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Resource-conserving crop rotation
means a crop rotation that reduces ero-
sion, maintains or improves soil fer-
tility and tilth, interrupts pest cycles,
or conserves soil moisture and water
and that includes at least one resource-
conserving crop, such as a perennial
grass, a legume grown for use as for-
age, seed for planting, or green ma-
nure, a legume-grass mixture, a small
grain grown in combination with a
grass or legume, whether inter-seeded
or planted in rotation.

Resource management system means a
system of conservation practices and
management relating to land or water
use that is designed to prevent re-
source degradation and permit sus-
tained use of land, water, and other
natural resources, as defined in accord-
ance with the technical guide of NRCS.

Secretary means the Secretary of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Sharecropper means an individual who
performs work in connection with the
production of the crop under the super-
vision of the operator and who receives
a share of such crop in return for the
provision of such labor.

Sign-up notice means the public noti-
fication document that NRCS provides
to describe the particular requirements
for a specific CSP sign-up.

Significant resource concerns means
the list of resource concerns, identified
by NRCS, associated with an agricul-
tural operation that is subject to appli-
cable requirements under CSP, such as
the additional Tier II contract require-
ment.

Soil quality means resource concerns
and/or opportunities related to deple-
tion of soil organic matter content
through soil disturbance or by sheet,
rill, and wind erosion, and the physical
condition of the soil relative to ease of
tillage, fitness as a seedbed, the imped-
ance to seedling emergence or root
penetration, salinity, and overall soil
productivity.

State Conservationist means the NRCS
employee authorized to direct and su-
pervise NRCS activities within a speci-
fied State, the Pacific Basin, or the
Caribbean Area.

State Technical Committee means a
committee established by the Sec-
retary in a State pursuant to 16 U.S.C.
3861.
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